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I have read science fictdion for over 20 years
since 1 moved to Szczecin,the Baltic harbor city in the northern
part of Poland.When I graduated from high schocl I gegan to make

semi -~ professional SF bdbroadcasting programs in Poznan,Poland.

Next stage woc a series of meetings during sf convéntions
in Poland and abroad.During those meetings we discussed the
resemblances and differences of ngtional science fiction litera-
ture in various countries.The most fruitful of these discussions
was the one that was attended by Erilt Simon from Cerman
Democratic Republic,a distinguished sf writer,translator and
copy reasder in one of the biggest publishing houses in East
Germany.That is how we learn more and rnore about one another

and our sf in general,

As a result of our lonj,round the clock debates this
article about science fiction in G.D.R., has been written
recently as a part of a longer ceries of articles about science

fiction in various countries and changes of fashion in writing.

This series will contain some valuable information about
unknown territories of Chinese,llungarian and Catholic science
fiction,as well as essays on dysopian novels,StanisXaw Lem,
Prophecies and Reality.

’

I would love to hear from you not only what you think
about this article but also what changes would you like me to
make.So put your comments in a letter and send it either to my

publisher or to my home address in Poland.

” RiChard P.Jasinski
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QUTLINE OF NISTORY OF SCIENCE FICTION 1IN G.D.R.

German science fiction is regcrded as the oldest genre
in the national litcrature of Germany.They have a lot of fairy
tales,horror and thrilliag stories that are once of the sources
and pedigrees of science fiction.

Its hlutOly began in the Middle Ages when Germans invented
wizard and monster stories of which GOLEM is the most known.

After the World War II,both Germany as a state and its
culture were split into two different pieces.Fiction of West
Germany,Austria and Switzerland has been influenced by Americans
while East Germany's has been mocelled after the Soviel pattern

that has remained unchanged since the first ke years of détente.

The Cold War The firet science fiction novel published in the

Period ] :

1949 w 1965 Soviet Zone (as the German state was not founded
yet ) was Die Goldene Kurel(The Golden Sphere,19%46)

by L.Turek.The novel which is three years clder thun German

Democratic Republic described thes adventures of some aliens
visiting the United States which was torn to pieces by riots
and revokutionary uprisings..

ARthough the novel is set apart from the first wave of G.D.R.'s
sf,viz.the Cold War fiction formed according to Stalin's personal
wishes and Zhdanov's instructions,it somehow became a pattern for
other sf authors in Eust Germany.

After the Thaw in the USSR &nd some other socialist countries
the Cold War propagating fiction started to disappcar and ideclopgical
clues were given more subtly.However,this type of literature lasted
in G.D.R. longer than in any other European socialist country where
it had been officially banned:in the USSR in 1956,in Poland in 1958,
in Czechoslovakia in 1959.In GDR s0 called "socialist realism" has
never been criticized or banned o that it has influended both main
stream and sulionce fiction uptil now.In this period apart from
various sf novels the first science fiction movies were made in GDR
in co ~ operation with Soviet and Poligh filam producers.The very

firgt post-war science fiction film made in Fastern Hurope was
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"Der Schweirende Storn"(The Silent Stear,1960) directed by Kurt

. Maetzipg and based on StonisYaw Lem's novel The Astronauts and

released at the same time in GLR,the USSR and Poland.

" Three zuthors:ileinz Viewepr(b.1920)who wrote two novels:Ultrasymet

bleibt gehnim(1955,Ultrasymet losts A Secret) and Die zwete Sonnc

(The Second Sun,195%),Eberhard del'Antonio(b.1926)the author of

four socialiste realism's novels:CGigantun(1957),Titanus{(1959)
e ] ’ B oy o i charatmy . )

Projekt Sahara(1962)&ndA§£3ﬂgchr der Vﬂﬁjuhggn(1966),and Carlos

RASCH{(b.193%2)author of severel novels and a greater number of stories
2o 8

incli:Asteroideniirer(Asteroids? Hunters,1961),Krakentac(1968,1972)

and Magma am Himmel,1975,who is regardedbas the last "dinosaur' writer

of socialist realism in the whole of Easgtern Lurope;theyAAll togéther

they were leading authors of socialist resalism,and the most'distingui—

i shed writers of the Cold Wur period.

% - 5 é Modern SN A nev kind of science fiction appeared in1966,That is *
N . in GDR.Big ey )
< Boom in the the date when Die andere ngt(Anoﬁher World,1966)by
{ “"“fjtx 17208, Herbert Ziergicbels,quite unusual for German situation
e ”"55 at the time,book was published.It was more concerned

e A

Wi @it with man's reactions in extrewmely dangerous situations than with
Heinz ideology or a simple adventurous plot.The novel introduced psychow
\ﬁevveg logical background to German science ficfion and made new writers

think about style and language. :
In 1968 three big German publishing houses:Neues Leben,Das
Neue Berlin Verlag and Volk und Welt started to pub ish their own

science fiction series as science ficlion was more and more
accepted by the government.The 1973 international science fiction

. award given to CGiluther Krupkat(b.1905) changed generally negative

% attitudes toward sf.GUnther Xrupkat's fame rose from his juvenile
WU  “¢f9 sf novel yabbu(1968) about a robot who observes the Earth pn behalf

3 . of an alien civilisation.

- X ¥ A‘. T3 .
5 % ®y
2 .
: 2R
* . '1
PRI v §

The best years for German science fiction were the seventies.

The seventies were those years when firsi collections of short

o

BF Vah Can i ¥

s w::bﬁv“ % stories and SF anthologies were publiished by various publishers.
',c..ul.'-l'ﬂ{!ﬂmw i R . . . . LR
Giint! Experiments made in the sixtics were nccepted widely as writing
. unther

Krupkat patterns in the seventies.
<
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'Rank, Heiner - EInxAe¥AxHenx
Die Ohnmacht der . . . . .
Allinichtigen. In 1975 Heiner Rank's novel Die Ohnmacht der Allmdchtiren

Utopischer Roman
Verl. Das Neue (Allmighties' Impotence,19?g) introduced adult hard science fiction
Berlin, 1974, 333 S.
- to the German market of publxbhlng.The novelx tells how the planet na

‘. named Astilot had been abandoned by humanoid inhabitants and left to t

the biorobots.The biorobots live a peaceful life withéut problems

‘@“C"’q
«"(z-. 1 J
‘& 1*“ incorrectly so he becomes different active humanlike beingile makes

but their life is permanent borcdom.Asmo,the biorobot assembled

e

*
: ol his mates to think about their own fate.He invents his own Cefinition
: 1 of man » " robots are producers and men are ¢reators like gods't,
Lo sZmooibidisd  In 1973 the first German collection of sf short stories Las

Gastgeschenk der Transsolaren(Transsolarians! Gift 1973) by A. Lebman

and H.Taubert was published by Verlag Ncues Leben.The book was the fi
first and last SF work that was givenhScry important GDR's State
Award.In the seventies three sf anthologies were published:

Der Diamantenmacher,1972,Der lann vom Anti,;1975,B=2vernung im Licit,

1976 where a lot of new,talented writers were presented for the
first time.Among a dozen authors were Bernd Ulbrich(1943),Reinhard
Heinrich(t.1952) and Erik Simon(b.1950),widely regarded as the most
promlslng new authors of the Beatles generation,R.leinrich and

qn

E.8imon wrote together excellent parody of a space opera entlt]ed

Die ersten Zeitreisen(The First Time Travels,1977).

The best writers of German Dehocratic Republic have heen
a couple of s8f writers:Johanna Braun(b.1929) and Ginter Braun
(b.1928) who also began writing science fiction in the seventies.

Their first novel entitled Der Irrtum des Grossen Zauberers(Great

Wizard's Mistake,1972)made their reputation as the best sf writers.

It told a story of a village lost the South American jungle where

natives do not have to work.They have excellent bistros where good
Johanna Braun strong drinks are served.Even their food come from special kinds of
' pears that make them slow and dull.The whole state was turncd by its
dicattor Multy Mu}tiplicator into a giant pear plant and its inhaw
bitants were turned into Pear =drug addicts.Oliver Niput,a 13 year )
© old boy discovers thgt pears eaten as ordinary food make him

; dull and sloppy,so he tries to argue with his village mates to

giVe up that tricky food. Although he did not succed et first snd
. Was imprisoned,later he becomes the Grant Wizard's courtier and

? makes his people's oppressor fallK..
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The eiphties After the bip boom of science fiction in GDR in
Slow decline , . . .
t the seventies a slow but visible decline of science

of SP in GDR
> fiction in EKpst Germany can be observed.Erik Simon
founded a new series in his publishing house Das Neue Berlin
Verlag cntitled Lichtjahr,a kind of annual best world's sf
anthology where he published stories writtem by U.Le Guin,S.Lem,
the Strupatski brothers and R.Zelasazny,however this year Cerman
authorities refused the buying of copy~rights from the West so
that sf works from Eastern Furope could be published in GDR only.
The dicrease of published books could be observed as well.No new
anthologies have been published yet and there is faint hope that

there will be any new anthology next year.The most active writer,

publisher and translstor rerains Erik Simon whose new book
. Fremde Sterne (Alien/s/ Stars) has been published recently.Reinhard
Heinribh,sf writer and a high school teacher has been trying to

organize a new German fandom hut as far as I know he failed,

SF Fandom Three times in the whohe history of German Democratic

i . ' : 4 i ~ .
n GDR Republic sf fans tried to organize sf fandom.The first

fandom‘lasted few muntlhs and was influenced by G.Krupkat,the Second
fandom was the most fruitful = E.Simon and R.Heinrich and some of
their friends founced quite bipg sf club at h gh school.They pﬁblished
. 20mpages fanzine where their first sf stories had been published and
’got in touch with Stanisfaw Lemand gnome German sf writers and
publishers,incl.Mr Rottensteiner.They were in touch with other sf
s clubs in Halle and Berlin.Some of the writers who became popular
:"; o v in the seventies came from that fandom,incl:Hubert Horstmann,
Carloé'Rasch and Frak TOppe.The third fandom lasted azbout a yaar
and then was banned by the authdarities becouse of "dangerous

influence of capitalistic ideclogy on youth',

. Die Rekonstruktlon des Menschen, Phantastische Geschichten,
Hrsg.: E, Simon, 1. Aufly Juni 80, Etwa 448 S, mit 1Hustratio-
nen von 1. Proft und H, Proft, 12,5 cm X 20,0 cm. Pappbund,
DDR u, Ausland etwa 11,60 M, Vig, E2as Neue Berlin, Lerlin

In elnem guten Dutzend Etzdhlungen aus der CSSR, Polen und der
UdSSR werden mogliche -Rekonstruktivuen vorgefuhrt und durch-
gesplelt, In der Begegnung mit Kyborgs, Mutaten, Unsterblichen, . Fa
synthetischen Menschen sowig vernuntthepabten Tleren stellt sich die . .
Frage nach Kriterlen fir- Menschifchkelt und Menschseln, X s . o . .
- o REaschinenmenschen. Science-fiction aus GroBSbritannien und
den USA. Hrsp.: £ Simon. 1, Aufl, Juni 80, Etwa 320 S, 12,5
o cm X 20,0 cm. Peppband. DDR u, Ausland etwa 8, M, Vig.
Bay Heue Derlin, tiertin ’

Die vorHegende Anthologie priisentiert abenteuerliche und  spekue

laidve, lyrische wd wissenschaftifeh-phantastisehe, kosmische und Jrdi

sche Gesdhiehiten, dle heute berelts ils kiassisehie Werlie der engiische

spucachiften Scionce-iictlon pelten, wod stellt beginnend mit  Aldiss,
- i Anlmov, Ballard, Bester, Bradbury, itrown, Clarke und so weiter eine S i
£ . Auswabl der belanntesten Autoren aug Grofibritannien und den USA- o & ¢ . i
L .ot ' B
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GDR' s S F CHRONICLED
1945 GDRmany divided into occupational zones.
1944 L.Turek DIE GOLDENE  KUGEL
1649 German Democratic Republic founded
1949 « H.Vieweg ULTRASYMET BLEIBT GLNEIM

Beginning of Socialist Realism's literature
1957 E del'Antonio GIGANTIM

first his book

1958 G.Kruplkat DIII UNSICITBAREN

first his book

1960 The first sf movie in GDR made by K.Maetzig

1961 C.Rasch ASTEROIDLNJAGER
first his book
1965 H.Horstamann DIE STIMHME DER UNDENDICHKEIT

first his book

1966 A hew kind of science fiction hooks appears apart from
“traditional'colé war novels.
H.Ziergebels D1X ANDERE WELT

1968 G.Bransyner DIE RBEISE ZUM STERN DER BESCHYWINGTEN

first satirical sf work in GDR,first
writer's hook.

G.Krupkat NABOU

1972 J.Braun
& G.Braun DER IRRTUM DES '~ GROSSEN ZAUBERERS
their first sf novel,regarded as the best sf book in GDR.

The first anthology: DER DIANANTENMACHER

1973 H.RANK DIE OHNMACIHT DER ALLMACHTIGEN
The Brauns UNNEIMLICHI ERSCHEINUNGSIORMEN AUF CHEGA
XI,their next bestwsgeller.
1975 The Braung DER FLHLIFAKTOR
The first collection of their short
storics.

} Second sf anthology: DER MANN VOM ANTI
1976 The third antholopy: BEGEGNUNG IM LICHT
1977 R.Heinrich

& E.Simon DIE ERSTEH ZEITREISEN
1978 The Brauns CONVIVA LUDIBUNLUS
1980 E.Simon _ FREMDX STERNE

tirst gnnual of sf:  LICHTJAIR
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(b.1926 )

b.in Lichtenstein,writer since 1953%.

le lives in Drecden.Given international
award in 1973 in Poznan,Poland for S¥.
Berlin,Verlag Das MNeue Berlin,1957.

Berlin,Verlag Dag Neue Berlin,1959.

ANTONIO,Eberhard del!

Gigantum
Titanus

Projekt Sahara Verlag,Tribiine,1962.

Neikehr der Verfahren Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1966.

BRANTSNER, Gerhard (b.1927 )

b. in Blankenhain,south of Weimar.
Doctor of Philosophy,scientist,poet.

Die Reise zum Stern der Beschwingten
Der Falsche Mann it Mond Rostock,Hinstorff{ Verlay,1970.
Der astronomische Dieb Berlin,Verlag Dus Neue Berlin,1973.
Vom Himmel hoch Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1974.
Der Sternenekavalier Verlag Das Neuer Berlin,1976.

BRAUN,Johanna
BRAUN, Giinter

(be1929 ) b.in IXUXXH,Mapdeburg.
(b.1928) - b.in Wismar.
SF pro writers.

Der Irrtum des Grossen Zauberers Verlap Neues leben,Berlin,1972.
Unheimliche Erscheinungsformen auf Omega XI

v
EINT i

Der Fehlfaktor
Conviva ludibundus

KRUPKAT,Glinther

Die Unsichtbaren

Die grosse Grenze

Als die GOtter starben
Nabou

LEMANN,Alfred
TALAUBERT ,Hans

RANK,Heiner

RASCH,Carlos

Asteroidenjager
Der blaue Planet
Im Schatten der Ticfsee

Die Umkchr der Heridian

Kragkentay
Magma am Himmel

Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,197h.
Berlin,Verlag Dos Neue Berlin,1975.
Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1978.

(b.1905 ) b.in Berlin.Professional
writer since 1955.

Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1958.
Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1960.
Berlin,Verlag Das Neme Berlin, 198541963
Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1968.

(b.1925 in Nordlhausen)
(b.1928 in Falkenstein?
Scientists,exverts in biology.

Das Gastpgeschenk der Transsolezren
Berlin,Verlag Neues Leben,1973%.

(b.192%1 Yb.in Babelsberg.
etetctive novel writer,nctive in the
international organisation of sf authors.

(b.19%2 ) b.in South America.
Disc juckey,reporter,pro writer.

Berlin,Verlag Neucus Lcben, 1961
Berlin,Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1963%.
Verlapg Des Neuex Berlin,1905.

Berlin,Deutcher Militdrverlag,1966.
Berlin,Verlag Heucus Leben,1968.

Bevlin,Verlag Neuew Leben,1975.

Rostock,Hinstorff Verlap,1968.

|
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SIMON,Eril (L.1950 ) b.in Dresden
HEINRIECH,Reinhard (b.1952 ) b.in Dresden

Die ersten Zeitresgen
Berlin,Verlag MNeues Leben,1977.

TOPPE,Frank (b.1947 ) b.in BleicherodeS5Harz).

Verlaj; Das Heue Berlin Editor and artist.

Regen auf Tyche Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1978.

ULBRICH,Bernd (b.1943 )
Der unsichbare Kreis

D
VIEWEG,Hleinz (b.1920 in Dresden,Saxony )

Ultrasymet bleibt geheim

bein Berlin,

Verlag Das Neue Berlin,1977,

Berlin,Verlag Das Heue Berlin,1955.

Halle,litteldeutscher Verlagz,1958,
second print:Berlin,Militdrverlaz,196€,

Die zweite Sonne

TUSCHEL, Karl-Heinz: Dle blave Sonne dar Paksl. Wissen-
schaftlich-phantastischer Roman, {(Spannend erziahlt, Bd. 142)
2. Aufl. Mai £0. 320 S. mit Nustrationen von W, Ruhner. 14,5
cm X 21,5 cm, Pappband. DDR u, Ausland 6,60 M. Vig. Neues

Leben, Berlin February, 1960, Berlin.

Zwelelnhalb Tage, hevor das Jlaumschit? zuridck zur Erde starten soll,
Hnden Utta und Tondo Im dichten Laubgras des Planclen cinen Kore
per, den sle filr eln verendetes Tier Lalten, Doch als sich der Gepens
stand in den prelien Strahten der blauen Sonae plbtnlled bewegy, er-
kennen dle Steantahrer, dafd es sich um olnen Hoboter handelt. Wes
nig spilter cutdeclien sle ganze Schuren von Robotern, dle glch sche
merkwirdig betragen. Und duas Scltsame dabel 13t - von den Xon-
strukteuren fehlt jude Spur,

BoIeByL JT08G R ATPHEY ¢

Wissenschaftliche Phantastik

Schrifsttelkerverband der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik
Sonderheft 1978,

Frik Simon

Science Fiction in G.D.R.Science Fiction in F.R.G.

IN:Literaturnyj Obozor,Moscow,1980,in co~operadion with
MeChakov.
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